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The Logo of the Salesians of Don Bosco is made up of two superimposed images: in
the background a stylised “S" (Salesians) in white marked to the right and left by two
cuttings between the hills (a road). The second image is in the centre of the globe: an
arrow pointing upwards resting on three perpendicular legs on top of which are three
closed circles making a stylised image of three people: the first of these in the midde
and taller (the Salesian) appears as if embracing the side figures (the young). The three
stylised figures can also be viewed as an arrow pointing upwards (education / formation)
or simply as a dwelling (Salesian house) with three pillars holding it up (reason, religion,
loving kindness).

The coat of arms of the Salesian Congregation shows the shining star, the large anchor,
the heart on fire symbolizing faith, hope and charity; the figure of St. Francis de Sales
recalling the Patron of the Society; the small wood in the lower part reminds us of the
Founder (Bosco) the high mountains signify the heights of perfection towards which
members strive; the interwoven palm and laurel that enfold the shield either side are
emblematic of the prize reserved for a sacrificial and virtuous life. The motto Da mihi
animas, caetera tolle (give me souls, take the rest) expresses every Salesian's ideal.
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“Ejjew u Taraw”

II-hajja tal-bniedem hija vokazzjoni. Meta konna zghar
kienu jistagsuna mistogsija bazika tal-katekizmu:
“Ghalfejn halagna Alla?" U ahna tghallimna nwiegbu:
“Alla halagna biex naghrfuh, infobbuh, nagduh
f'din il-hajja u ngawduh ghal dejjem fil-genna.” Kull
persuna hija mahluga xbieha ta" Alla u ghalhekk hija
msejha biex thobb u biex tkun maghquda mal-hallieq.
Madre Tereza ta' Kalkutta darba qalet: “"Afna ma
gejniex fid-dinja ghan-numru. Ahna nhlagna bi skop,
ghal affarijiet kbar: biex innobbu u nkunu mahbuba.”
Kull persuna ghandha vokazzjoni unika xi twettaq fil-
pjan ta' Alla. Fug din it-tip ta’ “vokazzjoni" jkellimna
r-Rettur Maggur, Dun Pascual Chavez, fl-istrenna ta'
din is-sena 2011 bit-titlu: “Ejjew u taraw.”

Fl-istrenna, is-successur ta" Dun Bosco jaghmel
appell mill-galb lill-Familja Salesjana biex thoss
l-urgenza u I-bzonn li ssejjah ofrajn u tipproponi
liz-zghazagh il-vokazzjoni Salesjana. “Araw il-haruf
ta' Allal... Xi tridu?... Fejn togghod, Rabbi?... Ejjew u
taraw"(Gw 1: 36-39). L-istrenna ta' din is-sena hija
stedina lill-membri kollha tal-Familja Salesjana biex
ikunu qwidi spiritwali ghaz-zghazagh, bhalma Gwanni
|-Battista kien wera il Gesu lid-dixxipli, u qalilhom:
“Araw, hawn hu [-Raruf ta’ Allal”(Gw 1:29).

Bhalma Gesl stieden lill-ewwel dixxipli biex
jagsmu I-esperjenza li jkunu mieghu, “ejjew u taraw”,
hekk ukoll permezz ta' kull wiefied minna Ges
jaghmel l-istess stedina liz-zghazagh. Fil-Vangelu
nsibu, illi wara li esperjenzaw xi fiaga ferm sabiha,
minn dakinhar huma marru u raw fejn Gesl kien
jogghod u “bagghu mieghu’ (Gw 1:39). Imma nistagsu,
il-vokazzjoni ghall-hajja Salesjana ghad bagghalha
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“Hafna nies jgawdu x-xoghol taghna
mal-vokazzjoni taghna. Il-vokazzjoni
taghna hija I-imhabba ta’ Gesu."

EDITORIAL

valur fil-kultura post-moderna tallum? Minghajr
dubju! Hija sinjal ta' tama ghall-umanita li gieghda
tghix fi “krizi ta tama" jew bhalma Timothy Radcliffe
sejhilha, “f'dipressjoni kollettiva”.  Iz-Zghazagh
illum ged jigu wic¢ imb'wic¢ ma’ futur minghajr
ebda kunfidenza; mhumiex Certi fejn se jwassalhom.
II-hajja religjuza hija sinjal illi titkellem fuq it-tama.
Is-sinifikat tal-hajja religjuza llum jinsab ezattament
li tkun sinjal provokattiv, li jipponta ghall-ezistenza
u -prezenza ta' Alla li huwa mhabba. Fl-ahhar mill-
ahhar huwa [-ferh fil-qalb ta' dak Ii jkun li jaghti
kredibilita lill-vokazzjoni Salesjana u jsir xhieda
gawwija quddiem l-inCertezzi. Ghaliex dak li ahna
huwa essenzjalment aktar importanti minn dak i
naghmlu.

Meta Gesl sejjafi I-ewwel dixxipli, -ewwel ghian
tieghu kien dak tal-intimita, “biex jibgghu mieghu”
(Mk 3: 13-15). Huwa biss wara li esperjenzaw
l-intimita illi ntbaghtu fug missjoni.  Bl-istess
mod, il-vokazzjoni ghall-hajja Salesjana hija, gabel
xejn, sejna ghall-intimita mal-Mulej.  Hija minn
din l-intimita |i ahna mbaghad nintbaghtu biex
inkunu “sinjali u xhieda” ghaz-zghazagh, tal-ferh
U limhabba ta' Alla. Madre Tereza ta' Kalkutta
darba stqarret hekk: “Hafna nies jgawdu x-xoghol
taghna mal-vokazzjoni taghna. Il-vokazzjoni
taghna hija I-imhabba ta’ Gesl." Iva, hajja moghtija
kompletament b'imhabba lil Alla, ghas-servizz tat-
tfal u z-zghazagh, hija xi haga sabiha u ta' min
jghixha tassew.

Fr Joe Portelli SDB.




EDITORIAL

“Come and See”

Human life is a vocation. When we were young we
were asked a basic catechism question: "Why did
God make us?" We were then given a very simple
answer: “God made us to know, love and serve himin
this life and to be happy with him forever in heaven.”
Every human being is created in God's image and is
consequently called to love and to be united with the
Creator. Mother Teresa of Calcutta once said: “We
have not come into the world to be numbered. We
have been created for a purpose, for great things:
to love and be loved.” Indeed, each person is called
for a specific purpose in life. “Vocation” is precisely
what our Rector Major, Don Pascual Chavez, speaks
about in this year's Strenna 2011:"Come and see.”

In his Strenna Don Bosco's successor makes a
heartfelt appeal to the Salesian Family to feel the
urgency of, and the need to call others and propose
the Salesian vocation to young people. “Look, here
is the Lamb of God!.. What are you looking for?..
Rabbi, where do you live?... Come and see” (Jn 1:36-
39). This year's Strenna is an invitation to all the
Salesian Family to be real spiritual quides for the
young, like John the Baptist, who pointed out Jesus
to his disciples, telling them: “Look, here is the Lamb
of God!" (Jn1:29).

Just as Jesus invited the early disciples to share
the experience of being with him, “to come and see”,
s0 too through each one of us, Jesus makes the same
invitation to the young. The Gospel tells us that
having experienced something immensely beautiful
from the moment they came and saw where Jesus

| “MANY PEOPLE MISTAKE OUR WORK
FOR OUR VOCATION. OUR VOCATION
IS THE LOVE OF JESUS."

was staying, “they remained with him" (Jn 1:39).

But does a vocation to the Salesian life still
have any value in this post-modern culture?
Undoubtedly! Itis a sign of hope for humanity living
in a “crises of hope" or what Timothy Radcliffe
called, the “collective depression”. Young people
are facing a future without confidence, uncertain
of where it is leading to, and religious life is a sign
that speaks of hope. The significance of religious
life today lies exactly in being a provocative
sign, pointing to the existence and presence of a
loving God. Ultimately, it is the joy in one's heart
which gives credibility to the Salesian vocation
and becomes a powerful witness in the face of
uncertainties. For what we are is fundamentally
more important than what we do.

When Jesus called his first disciples his first
motive was that of intimacy, "to stay with him"
(Mk 3:13-15). It was only after they experienced
intimacy that they were sent out with a mission.
In like manner a vocation to Salesian life is first
and foremost a call to intimacy with our Lord. Itis
from this intimacy that we are then sent out to be
“signs and bearers” of God's joy and love for the
young. This is what Mother Teresa of Calcutta once
declared: “Many people mistake our work for our
vocation. Our vocation is the love of Jesus." Yes,
a life completely given to God out of love, in the
service of the young, is something beautiful and
indeed worth living.

Fr Joe Portelli SDB

Hajja Salegjana



Look, here is the Lamb of God!
What are you looking for?
Rabbi, where do you live?
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PEDAGOGIJA

Kummenti fug li Strenna 2011 : Ejjew u Taraw

“IL-HAJJA HIJA VOKAZZJONI"

Gheziez hbieb, qarrejja tal-Bullettin Salesjan,
Niefiu pjacir insellmilkom fil-bidu tas-Sena I-Gdida
201, u nittama li ggibilkom il-paci u I-barka li I-
Missier ried jagfitina fit-twelid ta" Ibnu Gesl. Hekk
kif matul is-sena Ii ghaddiet kellimtkom fug Gesu
tieghi, din is-sena sejjer nikteb fug Il-hajja bhala
vokazzjoni. Bejn vokazzjoni u missjoni hemm kon-
nessjoni stretta: Gesl jxandar, isejjah u mbaghad
jibghat. U bi hsiebni niktbilkom dwar persunaggi
i bhala bnedmin u nsara ghexu I-hajja bis-shih
ghaliex skoprew u ghexu I-vokazzjoni taghhom.

Hajja Salesjana

MAJOR FR PASCUAL CHA\V

Minn Pascual Chavez - Trad. Joe Cini
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IL-HAJJA BHALA VOKAZZJONI

WU L-VOKAZZJONI TAL-HAJJA

L-ewwel pass li rrid nipproponi huwa [i mmorru
lura ghal Dun Bosco! Huwa importanti Ii nkunu
nafu min xiex ghadda sabiex niskopru I-kriterji u
l-attitudnijiet |i kienu prezenti fl-attivita tieghu,
sabiex nixhtu dawl fug l-impenn taghna favur
il-vokazzjonijiet. Dun Bosco ghex fi zminijiet
ta' qgtigh il-galb u kuntrarji ghall-vokazzjonijiet
fil-Knisja. Kienet tezisti, fost il-poplu u fost iz-
zZqhazagh, atmosfera mimlija ideat liberali u anti-

)



klerikali. Imma Dun Bosco ma gatax galbu! Huwa
kien ifittex xi sinjal ta' vokazzjoni fit-tfal i kien
jiltaga" maghhom. Fi kliem iehor, kien jaghmel
ruhu haddiem mal-grazzja u d-doni ta" Alla fi-
hom. Hekk huwa beda johlog atmosfera fejn il-
possibilta ta' vokazzjoni setghet tigi milqugha u
kkurata. Sabiex imantni din il-kultura, Dun Bosco
pprovda ambjent spiritwali gawwi, msahhah minn
forma semplici imma dejjiema ta' hegga lejn is-
sagramenti u lejn Marija, u minn apostolat fost
shabhom maghmul b'entuzjazmu u bla tnikkir.

It-tieni element i fugu ghafas Dun Bosco
kienet it-tmexxija spiritwali. Huwa kien direttur
spiritwali attent u prudenti, imsahhah bi mhabba
profonda lejn il-Knisja.

IL-HOLQIEN U L-KURA TA" KULTURA
TAL-VOKAZZJONIJIET

Kull kultura jinhtiegilha mod ta’ hsieb u ta’ attitud-
ni li kulhadd jagbel mieghu, f'komunita maghquda
li tghix, tati xhieda u toffri valuri nsara. Kultura
tal-vokazzjonijiet tehtieg I-isforz sistematiku u
mahsub tajjeb tal-komunita. Hija trid tilhag tlett
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aspetti: dak antropologiku, li jghin sabiex jiftiehem
il-mod kif il-fatt li tkun persuna huwa diga voka-
zzjoni; dak edukazzjonali li ghandu I-ghan [i jghin
sabiex ikunu apprezzati |-valuri tal-vokazzjoni;
u dak pastorali i jhares lejn ir-relazzjoni bejn il-
vokazzjoni u I-kultura li wiehed jghix fiha, u jaghraf
jaddatta hidmietu

Ghalhekk, l-ewwel hidma ta' kultura tal-
vokazzjonijiet hija i tfassal u tippromwovi I-idea
tal-hajja umana bhala sejha u risposta. lI-hajja hija
ftuh lejn l-ofrajn, Ii ta" kuljum tghix relazzjonijiet
ma' ofirajn; hija wkoll ftuh lejn il-gholi, u dan
juri li I-bniedem huwa misteru Ii Alla biss jista’
jispjegah u Kristu biss jissodisfah. Huma u jikbru,
iz-zqhazagh iridu jiffokaw fug valuri li mbaghad
jitwettqu fl-ghazliet i jaghmlu. Waqt I-izvilupp
taghhom huma jibbazaw is-success fug pjan ta'
hajja u fug il-kwalita tal-hajja li jixtiequ jghixu.
Iridu jiddeciedu fuq ix-xejra ta" hajjithom fil-futur
waqt Ii jkollom diversi ghazliet quddiemhom. U
billi ma jghixux darbtejn, iridu jissugraw jaghmlu
dawn I-ghazliet. Fug il-valuri i jhaddnu u I-ghazliet
li jaghmlu jiddependi is-success jew falliment tal-



pjan taghhom, tal-kwalita u tas-salvazzjoni ta'
Najjithom.

ISSALVA JEW TITLEF HAJTEK.

Gesu jghidilna car: ghax min irid isalva fajtu,
jitlitha; imma min jitlef hajtu ghall-imhabba
tieghi u tal-Bxara t-tajba, isalvaha. Ghax
xjiswielu I-bniedem jekk jikseb id-dinja kollha u
mbaghad jitlef hajtu? (Mk 8, 35-36). Il-kultura tal-
vokazzjonijiet trid taghmel dan: tinkoraggixxi lil
min irid jisma’ dawn il-mistogsijiet ta' Gesu sabiex
jista' jirrifletti fughom. Hija wkoll trid tghin lil dak-
li-jkun sabiex jikber u jaghraf jaghmel I-ghazliet
tajba favur kull ma hu Bonum (it-tajjeb), Verum
(is-sewwa) u Pulchrum (is-sabih) ghaliex I-izvilupp
shih tal-bniedem jikkonsisti fl-akkwist ta" dawn.

l-kultura tal-vokazzjonijiet trid fl-ahhar nett '

tiskopri I-hajja bhala don u hidma i trid issir.
Meta bniedem jiskopri dan, hajtu ssir vokazzjoni,
responsabbli u hielsa. Mill-iskrittura nitghallmu li

Hajja Salesjana

d-don tal-hajja ghandu fih pjan, u li dan jinkixef
bil-mod il-mod wagt Ii nirriflettu fug I-esperjenzi
personali, fug l-istorja, fug Alla u kif inkunu
weqibna ghalih.
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. Ghax min irid isalva

. hajtu, jitlifha; imma min
jitlef hajtu ghall-imhabba

- tieghi u tal-Bxara ‘
t-tajba, isalvaha. Ghax
X'jiswielu I-bniedem jekk

 Jikseb id-dinja kollha u
mbaghad jitlef hajtu?
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New Year's day. Feast of Mary, Mother of God. World Day of Peace
Beginning of 2nd School Term at St. Patrick's

Sliema Salesian Cooperators monthly meeting at 6.00 p.m.

Beginning of 2nd School Term at Savio College. First Friday Devotions at St.
Patrick's - 6.15 p.m.

St. Patrick’s Past Pupils Committee Meeting at 9.30 am.

Prayer Day for Salesian Missions

Blessed Luigi Variara - Missionary

Blessed Laura Vicuna - Pupil at Salesian Sisters

Feast of St. Francis of Sales - Patron Saint of the Salesian Congregation
Feast of St. John Bosco at St. Patrick’s Church. AGM of St. Patrick’s Past
Pupils, followed by Mass for Past Pupils and Cooperators, & Festive Lunch
St. John Bosco. Celebrations at Salesian Schools & 4 day holiday

Sliema Salesian Cooperators monthly meeting at 6.00 p.m.
Blessed Eusebia Palomino - Salesian Sister
Feast of St. Paul Shipwrecked. Prayer Day for Salesian Missions.

12-13 Thriller by ‘Atturi Salesjani’ : Inhabbru Qtil at Salesian Theatre, Sliema

25

1

Sts. Luigi Versiglia & Callisto Caravario - Martyred in China

Sliema Salesian Cooperators monthly meeting at 6.00 p.m.

Carnival holidays for schools

Ash Wednesday: Evening Mass and Way of the Cross at St. Patrick's:

6.30 p.m.

One Day Lenten Retreat for St. Patrick’s Boys. Every Friday: Way of the Cross
and Mass at St. Patrick’s at 6.30 p.m.

12-13 "Counter Balance - 201 File." A show by Salesian Brigade at Salesian

Theatre, Sliema

Read hajja Salesjana on the website: www.salesiansmalta.org
Pictures of Don Bosco set to reflective music:

: y=
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eldVsMIKAbw Hijitilng



L-ISQOF EMERITU TA' GHAWDEX
MONS. NIKOL GUZEPPI CAUCHI
GHADDA GHALL-HAJJA TA' DEJJEM
FL-ETA TA' 81 SENA. HUWA MIET

NHAR IT-TNEJN 15 TA" NOVEMBRU
2010, FIS-6.10 TA" FILGHODU. KIEN
GHAMEL 38 SENA BHALA ISQOF
SAKEMM IRTIRA MIT-TREGIJA TAD-
DJOCESI TA' GHAWDEX FL-2005.

(Mons. (Nikol Cauchi

Mons. Cauchi twieled fl-Gharb fit-2 ta" Marzu 1927.
Gie mrobbif'ambjentreligjuz ma’ Zewg hutu subien
u tnejn ofira bniet. Huwa studja fis-Seminarju ta'
Ghawdex sa ma gie ordnat sacerdot nhar id-29 ta’
Marzu 1952. Kompla mill-ewwel bl-istudji tieghu u
fa d-dottorat fil-filosofija u Licenzjat fix-Xjenzi
Socjali mill-Universita Gregorjana f'Ruma.

Lura f'Ghawdex inhatar bhala Kappillan tal-
Fontana (1956 - 1963) u kien ukoll jghallem il-
filosofija fis-Seminarju. Huwa gie mahtur Isqof
Titulari ta' Vico di Augusto u Amministratur
Apostoliku ta" Ghawdex nhar it-2 ta" Marzu
1967 u kien ikkonsagrat isqof fid-9 ta' April ta'
l-istess sena. Sar isqof tad-djocesi ta' Ghawdex
ufficjalment nhar I-20 ta' Lulju 1972.

II-gazzetti Maltin galu dan fugu, meta miet ;

kien mexxej semplici, ghaqli u umli

kien dejjem lest biex jisma' u jaghti pariri

siewja

jibga'" mfakkar ghall-kitbiet tieghu mimlijin

gherf u taghlim

qalb Nikol Cauchi kienet thabbat mal-bniedem

-Isgof Cauchi mahbub minn kulhadd.

Hajja Salesjana

Mons Cauchi kien megjus minn hafna bhala
predikatur tajjeb, u wiehed li jaf imur ma’ kulhadd :
qassisin, nies fl-awtorita u anki tfal. Huwa baga’
popolari anke wara li rtira mit-tregija tad-djocesi,
specjalment fl-attivita tax-xandir meta kien jiehu
sehem fi programmi tar-radju minn fejn kien,
b'mod semplici, jghallem lis-semmiegha tieghu
waqgt |i jxandar it-taghlim tal-Knisja. Kien juri
taghrif profond tal-Knisja u ta" dak li kien jigri fiha;
kien isegwi |-ahbarijiet tad-dinja, juri mhabbtu lejn
il-letteratura u sikwit jiccajta wkoll. Baga" dejjem
grib il-poplu.

Ahna s-Salesjani nafu sewwa kemm Mons.
Cauchi kien ihobb il Dun Bosco, jammira lil dan
il-qaddis u jaf sewwa hajtu u t-taghlim tieghu. Ahna
grati lejn Mons Cauchi ghaliex fost il-hafna kitbiet
tieghu hallielna zewq kotba li ghandhom x'jagsmu
maghna. L-ewwel wiehed huwa |-hajja ta' sacerdot
Salesjan mill-Gharb bhalu, Dun Alwig Mizzi (Dun
Alwig Mizzi -Salesjan. Gozo Press 2002) u I-iehor
fug Dun Bosco nnifsu (Pariri Spiritwali ta' Don
Bosco - Lumen Christi Publications, 2005).

[I-Mulej jaghtih il-mistrieh ta' dejjem.



Ejja u Imxi Warajja

FIL-KTIEB TAT-TALB GHAT-TFAL DUN BOSCO JISPJEGA KIF ALLA JSEJJAH
ZAGHZUGH BIEX JIMXI WARAJH, B'DAN IL-KLIEM: “ META NAQRAW L-ISTORJA
TAL-KNISJA KULL TANT INSIBU LI ALLA JSEJJAH LIL XI ZAGHZUGH BIEX ISIR
SACERDOT B'MOD TASSEW TAL-GHAGEB. 1ZDA DAN RARI HAFNA. FIL-BICCA
L-KBIRA TAS-SEJHIET, GESU “ISEJJAH" LIZ-ZGHAZAGH BILLI JOIEGHED
F'QALBHOM XEWQA GHAL DAN L-ISTAT U JAGHTIHOM IL-KWALITAJIET MEHTIEGA".

IL-VOKAZZJONI TIBDA' Ta' spiss Alla jingeda mill-ambjent ta'
MILL-QALB TA' ALLA kuljum taz-zaghzugh. Fil-fatt ix-xewga ghas-
Niegfu ftit fug il-mod kif Alla jsejjah. Ebda Sacerdozju jew ghall-hajja Religjuza tista’
sejha m'hi bhal ofira, ghaliex kull vokazzjoni  tigi bil-mod, il-mod, mill-imgieba ta" familja
tigi mill-qalb ta" Alla li biex nghidu hekk isejjah  tassew nisranija; jew mis-sehem i wiehed
zaghzugh biex jikteb mieghu I-grajja ta’ hajtu, jiehu fil-parrocéa jew fl-Oratorju jew f'xi
li hija I-grazzja tal-imhabba ta’ Alla ghalih. ghaqda fejn iz-zghazagh jimpenjaw rufihom
i jaghmiu xi servizz ghall-fogra. Dawn
— -attivitajiet igieghlu liz-zaghzugh jistaqgsi lilu
n-nifsu : «ghaliex ma nibgax naghmel dan ix-
xoghol tul hajti kollha ? » Hafna vokazzjonijiet
nibtu minn ¢irkustanzi bhal dawn.

Minn naha [-ofra, kull tant jigri wkoll li
zaghzugh li jsib ruhu f'ambjent ftit jew xejn
nisrani, jidhol fih nnifsu u jghid : « Hawn
jehtieq li xi hadd imidd idejh ghax-xoghol u
jaghmel bhalma ghamel Gesu. »

II-Mulej jista" jingeda bi bniedem iehor,
nghidu ahna b'sacerdot, jew surmast, jew
habib 1i jghidlu : « Qatt hsibt Ii tista" ssir
sacerdot ? jew religjuz ? jew missjunarju ? »
Xi drabi jista' jigri li xi konferenza fuq il-
vokazzjoni, jew xi ittra ta" xi missjunarju,
jew storja tal-hajja ta' xi gaddis, iggieghel
liz- zaghzugh jahseb i hu wkoll jista" jaghmel
-istess. Ta" spiss, waqgt xi gurnata rtir, Gesu
stess ikellem lir-ruh ta" zaghzugh u jgieghlu
jifthem kemm hi haga sabiha li jaghti hajtu

Hajja Salesjana




ghal Alla u ghall-ohrajn. Ghalhekk, importanti
hafna li jsiru lagghat, jew irtiri fejn Zghazagh
ikollhom esperjenzi ta" mhabba kbira lejn
Gesu, fejn ihossu x-xewqa li jwasslu 'l Gesu lill-
ofirajn biex igibu mhabba u farag fejn hemm
fagar u thatija u niket.

MUDELL LI JSAHHAR

Ghal tifel jew zaghzugh i jiltaga’ ma' sacer-
dot u jara fih xi haga straordinarja, tista’ tkun
okkazjoni i thajru jimita lil dak is-sacerdot.
Hekk kien Dun Bosco. Kemm huma dawk li
saru sacerdoti ghax iltagghu ma' Dun Bosco!

Nahsbu fuq ic-Ckejken Mikiel Rua, i ta'
tmien snin iltaga ma" Dun Bosco fi Pjazza
Emanuele Filiberto f'Turin, grib I-iskola tal-
Freres. Fil- Memorie Biografiche (MB 2316)
insibu i :

«Mikiel Rua minnufih sar ifobb il Dun
Bosco, issafinar warajh meta ra lil shabu
l-istudenti migbudin lejn dan is-sacerdot
zaghzugh, kollha jridu jgerru ghandu, u fil-
knisja jqumu bil-wiegfa, johorgu mill-bankijiet,
iduru madwar Dun Bosco u ma jkunux kuntenti
gabel ma' jirnexxilhom ibusulu jdejh. Kien
idum hafna sakemm jasal fis-sagristija biex
igaddes. »

Mikiel baga’ msafhar wara Dun Bosco.
Wara Ii ghamel xi Zzmien imur [-Oratorju ta’
Dun Bosco laga’ stedina ta’ Dun Bosco u dahal
fl-iskola ta' Dun Bosco u beda jistudja ghal
sacerdot.

L-istess hu il-kaz ta" Francesco Piccollo;
kien tifel fqir, u Dun Bosco accettah fl-iskola
bla hlas. Hass id-dmir Ii jaghti lilu nnifsu il
Dun Bosco billi jsir Salesjan u jibga" jahdem
mieghu ghall-gid ta' tfal iltiema u fogra bhalu.

META JSEJJAH ALLA?
Xi whud ihossu din is-sejha meta jkunu
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ghadhom zghar. Dun Bosco jghid ghalihinnif-
su: “Ix-xewqa li nghix fost it-tfal, nighorhom
madwari, nghallimhom id-duttrina, kienet ga
f'qalbi meta kelli biss hames snin.”

Nafu li ta" ghaxar snin meta kien jigbor it-
tfal madwaru biex jaghmlilhom il-buzullotti
u loghob iehor, bhal dak li jimxi fug il-nabel.
Qabel ma jibda I-loghob, kien ihoss il-htiega
li jigborhom madwaru biex jitolbu flimkien.
Dan hu il-mod li tfajjel ckejken wiegeb ghas-
sejha li Alla kien ga gieghed f'galbu.

Ohrajn semghu s-sejha aktar ‘il quddiem
fiz-zghozija. Ghandna I-kaz ta' Dun Rinaldi; li
ltaga ma’ Dun Bosco meta kellu hames snin,
ghax Dun Bosco kien habib tal-familja Rinaldi,
u madankollu ddecieda li jsir Salesjan meta
kellu ghoxrin sena u aktar ‘il quddiem sar it-
tielet successur ta Dun Bosco.

Ohrajn wiegbu ghas-sejha wisq aktar tard.
II-Konti Cays kien membru tal-Parlament u
habib kbir ta" Dun Bosco u kien ilu jtella’ u
jnizzel jekk ihallix kollox u jsir Salesjan. Ra
b'ghajnejh miraklu ta' tifla pparalizzata tfieq
ghal kollox wara li rceviet il-barka ta' Marija
Ghajnuna tal-Insara minn ghand Dun Bosco,
u dan ghalih kien il-waqt ta" decizjoni biex
isir Salesjan, u baga’ ma’ Dun Bosco.

Naghlqu bil-kliem ta' Dun Bosco stess:

Dawk li jhossu f'galbhom ix-xewqa li jsiru
sacerdoti jew religjuzi, jistghu jkunu zquri li
din ix-xewqa gejja minn Alla; fil-fatt xewqa
hekk tajba u sabifia minghand Alla biss tista’
tigi. M'ghandu jkollhom ebda biza" Ii ma
jkunux kapaci jwettqu xewga hekk gholja.
Alla 1i gieghed f'galbhom din ix-xewga,
jaghtihom il-grazzji kollha mehtiega biex
iwettquha.”

Mit-Taljan ta’ Don Gianni Asti
Maglub ghal Malti minn Fr.Joe Fonde



Don Bosco Around the World

In preparation for the celebration of the Bi-Centenary of the birth of St. John Bosco
(16th August 1815), the relics of the saint are going around the Salesian world. The
urn contains a life-size statue of the saint, a copy of the one in the Basilica of Mary Help
of Christians in Turin, with some bones of the saint in it. In 2014 it will visit Malta.

SEOUL, SOUTH KOREA

The casket with a relic of Don Bosco was
welcomed on 11 November 2010 by the Daughters
of Mary Help of Christians in Seoul. Sr Cecilia
Choi, Provincial, spoke some words of thanks and
encouragement to the many people who were
present for the arrival of the casket: children,
youngsters, teenagers and adults.

BANGKOK, THAILAND

Yesterday 30 November, the pilgrimage of the
casket of Don Bosco in Thailand, came to an end.
Having arrived on Thursday 18 November from
South Korea it was welcomed by a number of
demonstrations and celebration which the Sale-
sian community in the country had been pre-
paring for a long time. "It was a great blessing
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for us and for the Salesian Family in Thailand to
welcome the casket of Don Bosco and his relics;
his presence gives a great boost to the renewal
of our Salesian spirituality and to our unity as the
Salesian Family”. With these words the Provincial
Fr John Bosco Thepharat Pitisant commented on
the presence of the saint of youth in his country.
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CAMBODIA - MORE APPLAUSE

FOR DON BOSCO

(ANS - Phnom Penh) - The pilgrimage of the cas-
ket in Thailand covering over 5,000 kilometres
visiting 29 works was concluded after a visit to
the parish of St Peter in Sampran were it was wel-
comed by about 2,000 of the faithful from a total
Catholic population of about 10,000. Now the rel-
ics are receiving a special welcome in Cambodia
from the Catholics in the country and from the
local authorities.

OnWednesday 1December, taken by roadto the
frontier the relics of Don Bosco were welcomed by
the Social Communication team led by Fr Albeiro
Rodas. From the frontier the casket was taken to
the “Don Bosco Children Home" in Poipet, opened
in 2002 for child orphans and those victims
of human trafficking, and after visiting other
Salesian centres in the city, it arrived during the
night at the main centre in the country the “Saint
John Bosco™ house in Phnom Penh.
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THE BATTLE OF PRAYER

The heart is our meeting place with God; there
we make ourselves present to God's presence.
Through entering into our heart, we begin to pray:
we enter into familiar conversation with Jesus,
and through him with the Father. As one spiritual
writer well says, “Our lips and our mouth recite
prayers, our intellect practices reflection and
meditation, our heart and our mind are lifted up
to God.

In Scripture the heart denotes the innermost
core of our being, the centre of our yearning and
longing, our desires and our fears, our generous
responses and our hard-heartedness. ‘Blessed are
the pure of heart, for they shall see God." (Matt.
5:8)

WHAT IS IN YOUR HEART?
The young Francis of Assisi praying before the
crucifix in the little chapel of San Damiano in Assi-
si, heard Christ crucified call him by name, saying:
‘Francis, go, repair my house, which-as you see, is
falling completely into ruin." Francis, with all his
abundant energy, willingly obeyed the voice and
immediately set about repairing the dilapidated
chapel of San Damiano. Francis' biographers tell
us-that-it was only later that he understood the
Lord's deeper call to build up the Church, the body
of Christ, through the witness of his life and his
simple and direct preaching of the gospel.
Francis, over and over, posed the question:
‘What is in your heart?" We too must ask daily: ‘Is
my heart cluttered by cares and anxieties or do
| come to prayer with a clean heart and a pure
mind?" Francis tells us: ‘This is-what God wants
above all else.” Whether we are beginners or
have been praying for many years, there will-be
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a battle in our hearts until they are transformed
totally to the likeness of Christ. If we are to begin
to pray seriously, our hearts must be awakened to
the love of the Father revealed through Jesus, his
Beloved. How this awakening happens will vary -
for one it will be by a gradual falling in love with
Jesus; for another through some kind of crisis of
faith; for a third, perhaps through experiencing
God's overwhelming providence. But no matter
how our hearts are awakened, we must then be
attentive to the Lord's words: ‘Watch and pray
that you may not enter into temptation; the spirit
indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak" (Mark
14:38).

THE SEED OF PRAYER

Jesus tells us about this battle through the para-
ble of the sower and the seed. The word of God, he
tells us, is like a seed planted in our hearts. God is
the sower and the word of revelation comes from
him, but our hearts must be receptive to the word.
The first battle of prayer is taking seriously the
biblical summons to pray: ‘Rejoice always, pray.
constantly, give thanks in all circumstances (1
Thess. 5:16-18). We may ask ourselves: 'What dif-
ference will it make if I pray or not?" This question
comes to everyone at some time. Prayer is like
daily conversation in a normal home. It flows from
a living relationship with our-heavenly-Father and
with our Saviour, Jesus. Prayer is a sign of life,
of love and let it be said, of reality. The truth is
that all that we have comes as a qift - life, health,
hopes, but most of all, the divine life within us.
Prayer acknowledges that gift; prayer deepens
and strengthens our relationship with God, Our
Creator, Redeemer and Life-giver. Yet the battle
of prayer takes place not just in how we think



about prayer but in how we live. In the parable of
the sower, Jesus teaches us that just as the seed
depends on the various conditions of the terrain
for growth, so prayer depends upon the state of
our hearts. Are we committed to daily prayer? In
order to pray daily, we must first make decisions
about the place and time of prayer. We need to
choose a quiet place, free (as far as possible) from
distractions, whether it be a special corner of the
house, or outside in a park, or in a church. But it
should be somewhere that is available to us at the
time we choose for prayer. Often the morning is
the best time, since we are fresh and our minds
quiet. It will take effort to establish a reqular pat-
tern of prayer. But we must not give up.

ROCKY GROUND
Once we begin to pray, there arise a hundred and
one reasons why we have something better to do.
The seed that falls on rocky ground can well apply
to this universal struggle to persevere in prayer.
Our prayer must be founded on our desire to love
Jesus, to follow him more closely, and not on any
legalistic interpretation that just wants to ‘get our
prayer time in'. Such ‘devotion’ will inevitably dry.
up with the pressure of work and family life.

The seed that falls among thorns and gets
stifled points to many of the difficulties that we
experience in our modern lives. First of all there

_..are the daily.preoccupations that can tend to take

our intellect practices reflection and neditation,

over our whole existence. The mother can well say,
‘How can | pray when all my enerqgy is taken up by
the family?" The businessman or woman can ask:
‘How is it possible to get time for prayer when |
am working all hours and worn out at the end of
the day?" And yet when we make the effort to
pray, even at personal cost, there is peace in our
hearts. We can find to our surprise that our lives
are simpler, our hearts calmer, our minds clearer:
we know the presence of God.

THE TRUTHS OF FAITH

As we come into the presence of the Lord, it is wise
torecall and affirm in our hearts some of the basic
truths of our faith. Our deepest battle of prayer is
on the level of faith. It may help to reaffirm our
faith: 'l know that God created me out of love, has
cared for me and will care for me; | know that Je-
sus gave his life for me out of love; | know the Holy
Spirit is with me, the gift of Jesus at my baptism;
| know that Jesus is interceding for me before the
heavenly Father.

Such acts of faith strengthen us, particularly in
times of anxiety and discouragement. In moments
of anxiety, we can trust and ask what the Lord
wants us to learn. In times of discouragement,
when our prayer is dry and God seems far away, we
must learn, with Mary, to 'keep all these things in
our heart', to hold fast to the basic truths that we

have afﬁrm'ed, a‘n_d' to continue to trust and prayl——
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our heart and our mind are lifted up to God.




“A good priest is a truly human person who
expresses his love for God in prayer and in
love for people. These gifts are sanctified
and focused through the grace of ordination
when he becomes ‘a man for others’."”

ardinal Cormac Murphy - 0'Connor

really want to follow Jesus and show
e to others, especially to the young,
Bosco did?

and my own relationship with God
re of my life?

0 be honest and ‘real’ before
ers?

he life and company of other
approachable?

ned for the young, the poor

e D€INg called
PRIESTHOOD

If you believe you have a calling to be a
Salesian priest then contact the voca-
tions director, Fr. Louis Grech SDB at:

And to the

SALESIANZ
way of life”?

Tel. 21454546 / 21 456251
or e-mail: vocations@salesiansmalta.org
S—— for more information

!?ww.vocations.saIesiansmalta.orq
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Prayer is not a “spare wheel” that you pull out when in trouble,

uta “steering wheel” that directs in the right path
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long time to write. —
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. . . g
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Malta Salesjana

Salesian Brigade: Lejl barra

15 il-membru tal-Brigade, immexxija min
Lieut. Joe Camilleri u Jesmond Cassar,
gattghuil-lejl ta' bejnit-30 ul-31ta’ Ottubru
gewwa Fort Campbell, Selmun, Mellieha.
Matul dan [-ezer¢izzju huma kellhom ic-
¢ans jimxu fil-kampanja u jitharrqu fil-
gari tal-kumpass u tal-mappa. Imbaghad
kellhom ukoll isajjru u jlestu I-ikliet, kif
ukoll opportunita li jixxabtu mal-blat ta'
Rdum Rxawn. Wara I-quddiesa ta’ filghodu
fil-kappella ta' Selmun, daru dawra mal-
Forti Campbell, maghruf ghat-trinek tieghu
u ghall-postazzjonijiet ta" machine guns
u 6-inch gquns. Ghal darb'ofira il-membri
kellhom [-opportunita ta’ avventura, sbuhija
fin-natura, xoghol ta' flimkien fid-dixxiplina

u I-ferh. (Wiehed jista' jara ritratti fug
www.salesjani.org, (hit gallery, Salesian
Brigade,2010 SB Centenary, Camp/Outdoors
2010, 2010Selmun Sleepover)

Zjara lic-cimiteru

Iz-zjara ta' kull sena li¢-Cimiteru tal-
Addolorata mill-Past Pupils u hbieb
ta' Dun Bosco saret nhar il-Hadd 7
ta' Novembru. Huwa I-Kumitat ta’
St. Patrick's u [-President tieghu, is-
Sur Saviour Bianchi, li jorganizza din
I-okkazjoni. Fr. Eric Cachia gaddes
fil-Knisja ghal madwar 30 membru li
attendew. Apprezzata hafna kienet
il-prezenza ta’ Fr. Victor Mangion u

|-Brothers Leli Gatt u Robert Falzon.

Inkoragganti n-numru ta' membri zghazagh. Wara I-quddiesa il-grupp mar fuq il-qabar ta' nies
li kienu membri tad-diversi ferghat tal-Familja Salesjana sabiex isir talb ghall-ruh il-mejtin. II-
Kostituzzjonijiet tas-Salesjani jghidulna li “mhabba u rikonoxxenza ghandhom jintwerew lejn
il-konfratelli, graba, fibieb u benefatturi msejjha min Alla ghall-eternita, permezz ta' talb ta’

suffragju ghal ruhhom..." (Reg. 76)
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Tahrig ghal min ser iharreg
“Don BoscoYouth-Net ivzw" regghu orga-
nizzaw programm ta’ tahrig fug 6 ijiem ghal
zghazagh li ser ikunu huma stess mexxeja fit-
tahrig ta' ohrajn. Dan il-programm jizviluppa
il-kapacitajiet sabiex zghazagh jistghu ikunu
mexxejja fi progetti Ewropej fl-ogsma ta’ at-
tivitajiet tad-Don Bosco Youth-Net ivzw. II-
programm jinkludi taghrif teoretiku, tahrig
prattiku, evalwazzjoni u tmexxija individwali,
u dan kollu bbazat fuq sitwazzjonijiet pratti¢i
li dawn il-leaders jistghu jiltagghu maghhom — — -
fit-twettiq tal-hidma taghhom. Dan il-kors sar f'Savio CoIque qull u f|h hadu sehem 23 ruh li

gew mill-Awstrija, Belgju, Polonja, u bnadi ohra ta' [-Ewropa. Dawn iz-Zghazagh jitharrgu sabiex

iwaggfu u jmexxu progetti ta’ certu livell ghal Zghazagh ohrajn dejjem fl-ambjent Salesjan.

Is-7 ta' Novembru f'Tunes
Dan il-jum ifakkar lit-Tunesin meta il-
President presenti EI Abidin Ben Ali ha f'idejh
il-poter mill-president u fundatur tal-Istat
tat-Tunesija moderna Habib Bourghiba fl-
1987. Dan il-jum huwa jum nazzjonali u jigi
¢celebrat b'bandieri, parati u diskorsi. Fil-
jiem ta’ gabel, l-iskejjel jiccelebraw b'diversi
attivitajiet gabel ma jkollhom il-vaganzi
’ ta' xi jiem ghal din [-okkazjoni. Fl-iskola
Laggha tal-Brothers taghna tal-Manouba kellna festa nhar it-2

ta' Novembru meta t-tfal tal-'Kinder' libsu
bl-abjad u ahmar u Zifnu u kantaw ghat-tfal
I-ofira ta’ I-iskola. Imma xi ftit mill-istudenti
I-kbar ukoll hadu sehem maghhom fi¢-
celebrazzmnulet

II-Brothers Salesjani Ii jinsabu fil-perijodu ta'
formazzjoni taghhom, flimkien ma" 2 aspiranti,
ghadhom kemm bdew kors ta" darba fix-xhar fug
is-Salesjanita. Kull xhar, wiefhed mis-Salesjani
jigi mistieden jitkellem fug suggett maghzul.
L-ewwel laggha saret f'Ottubru, u Fr. Manuel Ca-
milleri SDB tkellem fug San Frangisk ta" Sales u
l-importanza tieghu fil-hajja Salesjana fi zmienna.
Fr. Manuel ghamel konferenza sabiha u ppresenta
wkoll selezzjoni ta" kotba u siltiet ghall-qari fug
is-suggett.
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Peasant of the Fields

A hot Italian sun beat mercilessly on the handful
of workers in the rocky field, burrowing into the
soil, skillfully setting the delicate vines in place
and tying them with wisps of straw onto thin
sticks. Gradually, one by one, they began edging
away toward the shade, till a single girl remained
in the field, her swift fingers deftly caressing the
vines and sealing them into place.

“Mary", called a friend, “come on in out of the
hot sun. It's much more comfortable here!”

Mary looked up. “But no work was ever done in
the shade!" she laughed. “Since when have you all
become afraid of the sun?"

“We're not afraid. We just prefer to wait till it
sets lower in the sky!" retorted a young man.

“Cowards”, the girlin the field chided. “The sun
is God's gift to us! You'll never have any wine this
winter if you hide in the shade!"

A peasant woman laughed heartily. “Some girl,
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This is the story of a “woman
with a backbone,” as Pope
Pius XT called her. The story
of a soul who passed through
a life of hunger, toil and
contradiction. The story of a
leader, a foundress, a saint.

that Mary Mazzarello! She can beat anyone of us
in the field!"”

“Mary" teased a young fellow resting under a
tree, “Did you hear that? Is it true you can beat us
working on the farm?"

“On the farm and anywhere!” came the decided
answer.

“No use teasing her, lad,” broke in Mr.
Mazzarello, going out to join his daughter in the
field. “Ever since she was just a tiny thing of a girl,
she has never given in to anybody. Her mother
and | know too well!”

As Mary bent back to her work her thoughts
were far from boasting, even far from the friends
that called out to her from the shade. Her eyes
were fixed on the tiny vines that seemed to look
to her hands for assistance in their first moments
of life. Those hands, roughened and cut by pebbles
and briars, were meant to be helpful hands, to
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labour for others - hands of tender mercy to
comfort and heal, to lift and strengthen. She was
eighteen now and, though most girls at eighteen
think only of love and marriage and a warm hearth
and children nestling in their arms, such thoughts
seemed alien to her mind. Much as she admired
the sincere and well-intentioned approaches of
the young men of Mornese whom her mother
made her find every opportunity to meet, she
could not think of herself as a housewife. She felt
there was another call for her, other tasks than a
housewife's reserved for her.

Father Pestarino, the pastor of Mornese, who
had quided her in her spiritual life ever since her
First Communion, would tell her in good time when
prayer and meditation had revealed God's will to
him. Till then, she would labour, a peasant among
her people, yet not entirely one of them. The work
grew tedious. Impatiently she tugged at a handful
of tendrils. They broke, and petulantly she flung
them aside. No she must not lose her patience,
even in the hot sun. Had she not promised these
hours of broiling heat to the Lord who had come
to her that morning in Holy Communion? She must
check these outbursts, even if only as reparation
for the many girls of her age who lived beyond the
citadel of hills that protected Mornese and who,
Father Pestarino said, often bartered away their
souls for false pleasure.

Poor deluded children! Maybe someday in the
future she might be able to help them. But what
could she do for the Lord - she, an ignorant farm
girl who could neither read nor write even her own
name? Yes, she knew her catechism thoroughly,
and she could do sums faster on her fingers than
the village clerk could on paper, but with all that,
she was still an illiterate peasant and would have
to be content with just menial tasks in God's work.

Yet, what had Father Pestarino told her - God
doesn't need the learned ones nor the earthy
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ones of the world? Her heart leaped for joy! Those
hands could work for God!

Angel of Mercy

Typhoid took over the town of Mornese. The vil-
lagers sealed themselves and their children be-
hind barred doors praying that the grim spectre
of death would not demand a victim among them.

“Oh Mary, what are we going to do?" a child
whined. “Mother and father are sick, and my big
brother is almost dying, and there’s no one to take
care of us!"

“Hush, hush, lad,” comforted the girl. “I told
you not to worry. I'll take care of my little cousins.”

Mary ran up the stone steps and pushed open
the door to find bedlam. Quickly and efficiently,
Mary cooked a hot meal, washed and put the
children to bed and fed the sick with her own
hands, all the while uttering a thousand gentle
phrases that brought comfort and hope to the
stricken family. Then she began the impossible
task of cleaning a week's accumulation of dirt.

Mary proved an angel of mercy to her aunt
and uncle. Her soft words and the tender touch
of her hands eased the burning brows of her
feverish patients, promised assurance of health,
and instilled a deep, comforting resignation to
the Divine Will such as they had never before
experienced. The little ones took to her as to a
mother and clustered about to hear her tell of the
Lord that loved and cared for them. Day and night
she would not spare herself. She would only grasp
tiny moments of sleep between tasks.

Within a week her aunt and uncle were able to
get on their feet again and hearts bubbling over
in gratitude, they could only show their thanks
through eyes brimming with tears. Mary accepted
it all with that humility and gentleness that
characterized her entire life of mercy, and then
she returned to her mother. (to continue...
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Don Bosco patron of football?

The journalist lbert Christian Sellner in the pages of the flustrian daily “Der Standard”
(3-1 July) has proposed Don Bosco as the patron of football and suggested to the Pope
that he should promate this recognition. ellner notes that many footballers pray and look
up to heaven as they are playing and yet there is no official patron for the profession.

In spite of the fact that FIFA had forbidden the
use of religious symbols and gestures most of the
players don't seem to take any notice and openly
express their religious faith. Maradona, for ex-
ample, during the World Cup has been seen with
some rosary beads as the matches were played.

In fact many professional and social settings
have their holy protector; St Isidor of Seville is
the patron of the Internet, St Clare of Assisi of the
television, St Joseph of Copertino of space travel,
the Archangel Gabriel of telecommunications.
Although some sports have patrons such as St
Sebastian for athletics, football still lacks its
holy protector. And who could be the patron
of football? The reply of Sellner, and others
involved, is unequivocal: Don Bosco. The reason?
The characteristics of football: youth, friendship,
artistic skill and celebration are all associated
with Don Bosco.

In his article Sellner gives a short biographical
sketch of the saint mentioning how he roamed
the streets of Turin looking for boys and a suitabl

place to gather them together, demonstrating
all his own personal skills in games, artistry
and creativity which helped him in his mission
of education. Sellner gets to the point. As John
Paul Il declared Don Bosco “Father and Teacher
of Youth," “Benedict XVI would have the chance
of making a mark in the world of football by
proclaiming Don Bosco patron of football.”

It was a Salesian who brought to our attention
the article in the Austrian daily - Fr Bernahard
Maier, chaplain to the Austrian Olympic and Para-
olympic squads. Sellner's suggestion recognises
the great contribution Don Bosco and his Salesians
have made to games and sport as occasions for
education and human development, emphasising
their value in bringing people together over the
competitive.

We hope to see further developments ...




GEST SABIH

favur l-annimali
abbandunati

Biex ifakkru I-Jum iddedikat ghal harsien ta" I-
Annimali, l-istudenti ta' St. Patrick's gewwa tas-
Sliema iddecidew li jaghmlu xi haga iktar prattika
u utli mis-snin ta" gabel.

Barra kelliem Ii ta" kull sena jigi jaghti taghrif
fug is-servizzi u s-sitwazzjoni i l-annimali
abbandunati jkunu fiha, din is-sena ddecidew li
jisponsorjaw kelb. Peress lil-iskola ta’ St. Patrick's
hija zghira hafna t-tir principali kien li almenu
jisponsorjaw kelb wiefed, pero’ |-generozita
ttiendet u minflok wiehed sponsorjaw hamest
iklieb, bl-istaff minn dipartimenti ofra jaghtu
wkoll sehemhom.

Il-beneficarji ta' dan il-progett huma I-AAA
i bhalissa ged jaghtu kenn Iil iktar minn 120
kelb. Barra minn hekk taw ukoll xi haga Zghira
tal-ikel li-Noah's Ark. Meta wiehed igis kemm il-
santwarju hawn gewwa Malta, l-impenn taghna hu
effettiv dags gamna fir-Russja. Ghalhekk, filwaqt
li I-istudenti ta’ St. Patrick's se jibqghu jgeddu dan
il-progett kull sena, it-tama taghhom hi li skejjel u
organizzazzjonijiet ofira jaghmlu kampanji simili
u jghinu lil dawn is-santwarji. 1I-ftit minghand il-
hafna jaghmel differenza.




| wish you enough

Recently | overheard a Father and daughter in their [ast moments
together at the airport. The departure of her plane had been
announced. Standing near the security gate, they hugged and the
Father said, 1 fove you, and | wish you enough.
The daughter replied, ‘Dad, our fife together
has been more than enough. Your love s

all 1 ever needed. | wish you enough, too, Dad




They kissed and the daughter left. The
Father walked over to the window where
| was seated. Standing there | could
see he wanted and needed to cry. | tried
not to intrude on his privacy, but he
welcomed me in by asking, ‘Did you ever
say good-bye to someone knowing it
would be forever?”
‘Yes, | have,’ | replied. ‘Forgive me for
asking, but why is this a forever good-
bye?'

‘I am old, and she lives so far away. |
have challenges ahead and the reality
is - the next trip back will be for my
funeral,” he said.
‘When you were saying good-bye, | heard
you say, “l wish you enough.” May | ask
what that means?'
He began to smile. ‘That's a wish that
has been handed down from other
generations. My parents used to say it
to everyone... He paused a moment and
looked up as if trying to remember it in
detail, and he smiled even more. ‘When
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we said, “l wish you enough,” we were
wanting the other persons to have a life
filled with just enough good things to
sustain them." Then turning toward me,
he shared the following as if he were
reciting it from memory.
‘| wish you enough sun to keep your
attitude bright no matter how gray the
day may appear.
| wish you enough rain to appreciate the
sun even more.

| wish you enough happiness to keep
your spirit alive and everlasting.

| wish you enough pain so that even
the smallest of joys in life may appear
bigger.

| wish you enough gain to satisfy your
wanting.

| wish you enough loss to appreciate
all that you possess.

| wish you enough hellos to get you
through the final good-bye.’

He then began to cry softly and
walked away...
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Evangelisation and vocation thus become ~  involvement and spiritual accompaniment
two inseparable elements. Furthermore,  which is sustained by intense love for the
a criterion of the authenticity of good  Church and the world.
evangelisation is its ability to give rise to Show the beauty, the appropriateness
vocations, to see to the growth of projects ~ of our Salesian vocation for today and its
of gospel living, to completely involve those  variety: a life completely given to God in the
who are evangelised to the point where they  service of the young is well worth living.
become disciples and apostles. Live our lives and help the lives of others to

Following on from the Strenna for 2010,  be understood as vocation and mission. And
“Lord, we want to see Jesus", about the = all this as a great gift which is experienced
urgent need to evangelise, | am making a  with God at the centre, in fellowship with all
heartfelt appeal to the Salesian Family now . consecrated men and women dedicated to
to feel the urgency of, the need to call = the poorest and most needy.
others. e '

Dear brothers and sisters, every member. 2 BECOME{DON|BOSCOJFORSTHE]
RGEREI ESEELTIVARGE G ETTER LT Y. OUNGIPEOPLE{OFSTODAY
to be true spiritual guides for the young, = Be aware of the central, obvious place of
like John the Baptist pointing out Jesus ™ consecrated persons in the carrying out of
to his disciples and telling them: “Look,*  the Salesian mission. This was Don Bosco's
here is the Lamb of God!" (Jn 1:36)," = belief and experience.
so they can follow him to a point where o~ Create a culture of vocation as was the
Jesus, aware that they are following him, " case at Valdocco, one marked by seeking the
turns to them directly with the question:"==“meaning of existence, with transcendence
“What are you looking for?" and they, - as its" horizon, sustained"and supported
overcome with the desire to profoundly "'by profound values, a planning mentality,
get to know who this Jesus is, ask him: % and aimed at a culture of fellowship and
“Rabbi, where do you live?" (Jn 1:38), solidarity.
and he invites them to share the experience ™" Ensure accompaniment * through the
of being with him: *Come and see". They® quality of our personal lives, our education
will have experienced something immensely S8 to love and chastity, our responsibility
beautiful from the moment they "came "*.'.for history, starting them out in prayer,
and saw where he was staying and they “apostolic involvement. '

remained with him" (Jn 1:39). S Make the Salesian” Youth Movement
Here ' then is the pedaqoglcal * 3 privileged place for the journey of
d|rect|on we must take: vocational discernment: where young people
A 'T,_.-." experience and show how the current of

159R ‘ﬁ@u » communion flowing around Don Bosco,

Make . the = Valdocco  experience “our his pedagogical values, and Salesian
own; it creates a family environment of = Youth Spirituality results in a volunteer
great spiritual worth, one of apostolic  movement and projects of life.

Hajja Salegjana Y



minn Rene Sacco

Dun: Boseo

fis-santi u kartolini
iI-Sitt parti

Bil-ghajnuna ta" Alla ghaddiet sena minn meta
bdejna din is-sensiela dwar ‘Dun Bosco fis-santi
u I-kartolini’, u nistghu nghidu li din is-sensiela
qajmet interess gmielu. Kellna diversi kummenti
favorevoli u anke xi kontribuzzjonijiet ta" materjal
ghall-kollezzjoni. B'inkoraggament mill-editur tal-
‘Hajja Salesjana’, Fr. Joe Cini SDB ser inkomplu
is-sensiela izda b'dehra daqgsxejn differenti.
Hsibna biex ghal din is-sena nzidu aktar fin-
numru ta' santi li nuru u nnaqgsu xi ftit f'dik Ii hi
kitba dwarhom. L-iskop huwa li kemm jista" jkun
naraw aktar santi u kartolini dwar Dun Bosco u
napprezzaw kemm il-gima lejn il-patrun taghna
hija tassew kbira u mxerrda tista’ tghid mad-dinja
kollha.

Nixtiegkom tinnotaw i din is-sensiela hi
bbazata |-aktar fug santi pjuttost antiki u li wiehed
m'ghadux jiltaga' maghhom malajr. Jezisti numru
gmielu ta' santi moderni ta’ Dun Bosco, izda peress
li hafna minn dawn ghadhom jiccirkolaw, nistghu
insibuhom minghajr wisq diffikulta u ghalhekk kien
meqjus sewwa li wiehed jikkoncentra fug dawk

tal-imghoddi. Bhalma konna ghamilna [-ahhar
darba (il-hames parti), did-darba wkoll inkomplu
nuru ftit santi ohra bis-suggett tax-xoghol u
[-edukazzjoni. Ghalkemm il-kwadri li naraw f'dawn
is-santi huma xoghol ta' artisti differenti, innotaw
is-similarita fil-kompozizzjoni tal-gruppi, b'uhud
mill-karattri sahansitra jigu rripetuti (ara nru.
6.5 U 6.6), kif ukoll il-figura dominanti ta" Dun
Bosco fic-centru. Dan l-arrangament ta" forma
triangulari huwa wiehed mill-izjed uzat mill-
pitturi fix-xoghol taghhom. L-isfond (background)
insibuh ivarja bejn l-immagni ta' Marija Ghajnuna
tal-Insara u dik tal-faccata tal-bazilika ddedikata
liha gewwa Turin (Valdocco).

Il-kartolina nru. 6.2 aktarx [i hi riproduzzjoni
ta' ‘basso rilievo’ forma ta’ medaljun, izda I-figura
zghira ta' Marija Awziljatrici fl-isfond taghmel dan
daqgsxejn dubbjuz. Dinil-kartolina, stampata I-Italja
min S 1.G. Fedetto & C ta' Turin ma ghandha xejn
aktar fug wara, I-istess bhal ta" warajha nru 6.3,
biss din nistgfiu nghidu li hi ta’ origini Germaniza.
Is-santa nru. 6.4 giet stampata Milan minn Stab.

Appell: Nixtieq niefu din [-opportunita biex nistieden lil min ghandu xi santi ta’ Dun Bosco li
jista' jiddisponi minnhom biex jghaddihomli halli titkompla tikber il-kollezzjoni. Il-kollezzjoni

tinkludi ukoll lil S. Frangisk ta' Sales, S. Domenico Savio, Maria Awziljatrici, u [-erwieh tajba
kollha Salesjani. Nigbor ukoll domni, bolli, midalji u materjal iehor b'konnessjoni ma’ Dun
Bosco jew is-Salesjani. Grazzi bil-quddiem.
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5. Joannes BOSCO /s

BOSCO

MAGISTER

BEATUS JOANNES

ADOLESCENTIUM pATER ET

——

B
5. GIOVANNI BOSCO
PREGA PER ME!

DON BOSsco

Pezzini u ghandha talba bit-Taljan b'imprimatur
tal-Vigarju Generali Petrus Mozzanica, datata 1 ta'
April 1934,

Is-santi nru. 61 u 6.6 ghandhom talba
bil-Francis. Tal-ewwel giet ippubblikata mill-
Provin¢jal, filwagt li t-tieni wahda i hi forma ta'
novena ghandha ‘nihil obstat’ tal-Vigarju Generali
J. Leconvet datata 18 ta' Novembru 1938 u giet
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stampata fil-Belgju mill-kummissjoni Propaganda
Salesjana. Bin-numru 6.5 ghandna santa tifkira
tal-ordinazzjoni sacerdotali ta' Jaak Goemaere
SDB li saret fis-sena 1954. Il-lingwa uzata fuq din
is-santa tixhed li hi ta" origini Olandiza.

Mill-ahhar li Itgajna, apparti s-santi li rnexxieli
ngib minn barra, Zdiedet ukoll santa sabiha u
pregjevoli donazzjoni tas-Sur Joe Camilleri.

i1



LEST LI TQUM
MINN MA' L-ART HABIB?

KURAGG...

Bummm!!!

“X'gara?", gal bejnu u bejn ruhu Kristinu, ragel xwejjah,
sinjur zghir, li kien jghix gewwa dar zghira imma sabiha,
f'rahal imwarrab. Dan Kristinu kien igib ir-rispett ta' kulhadd.
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Qam mis-sodda, u nizel fil-kcina biex jara
mnejn kien gej dan il-hoss. Ra ‘-qattusa fuq il-
bank tal-k¢ina thares l-isfel. Dawwar harstu l-isfel
ukoll u ra wiehed mill-platti tal-fidda i kellu, fl-art,
u bid-daqqa li ha mal-art tghattan. L-gharaq beda
jxoqq ghalih. Dak il-platt kien ilu ghandu zmien, u
kien ghal galbu hafna, imma issa tghattan. Imma
malajr thissem, ghax hu ried li dan il-platt jerga’
jiehu I-forma, u hekk kien ser jaghmel.

Gabar il-platt u rhiela lejn il-kamra tal-ghiodda,
pogga bilgieghda fug il-banketta, u gieghed I-platt
fuq il-mejda. Qabad il-martell f'idu, u beda jaghti
daqqiet hfief fug il-platt. II-forma tal-platt kien
jafha bl-ezatt, kienet impingija f'mohhu, ghalhekk
ma kellux problemi.

Dam ghaddej hafna fuqu, izda ma" kull jum
stajt tara I-platt jiehu I-forma li kellu gabel. FI-
ahhar il-platt rega’ kellu |-forma ta' gabel, izda
kellu hafna grif irgaq ‘I hemm u 'l hawn.

Hajja Salesjana

Kristinu ried jehles minnhom, ghax xtaq li I-platt
ikun ileqq bhal ma kien gabel. Qabad carruta, u
beda jillostra u jillostra. Kull darba jittawwal lejn
il-platt biex jipprova jara r-riflessjoni tieghu, izda
s'issa kienet ghadha mcajpra. Baga' sakemm fl-
ahhar, gurnata minnhom, hares lejn il-platt u ra
lilu nnifsu car dags il-kristall. Issa kien kuntent.
Dak ried! Issa meta thares lejn il-platt kont tibga’
b'halgek miftuh, kien isbah minn kif kien gabel.

II-platt huwa ahna. Kemm-il darba wagajna u
garrabna daqgiet fugna, u grif; dawk huma hafna
wkoll! Forsi ma konniex nindunaw, izda nhossuna
f'xi mumenti li m'ahniex kif konna qabel. Alla,
bhal Kristinu, jigborna mill-art ghax jithassarna,
u jahdem fugna sabiex nergghu nigu bhal gabel.
Hemm mumenti f'hajjitna fejn nergghu nqumu
fug sagajna, izda jkun ghad fadlilna dawk il-grif.
II-Mulej jibga" jnaddafna sakemm jibda jidher
wiccu fina, sakemm ahna nibdew nirriflettu 'l
Alla go fina. Forsi d-daqgiet tal-martell ser
iweggghuna, ic-carruta ha ddejagna, izda
hekk iridna nsiru, nsiru nirriflettuh, nxandruh
b'kull kelma li tohrog minn fommna. Irridu
minn issa nibdew nitolbu |-ghajnuna ta’
Alla halli jekk geghdin mitfughin fl-art,
ingumu, jekk qeghdin mimlijin grif,
nibdew inlegqu. Thallix lil min jaghfsek
iktar I-isfel, qum u kun sod. Int trid
tibda tleqq? Lest i tqum minn mal-art
habib? Kuragg...

Mark Schembri
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Summer Camp

Every summer, when | used to see friends of mine
going abroad to do some sort of voluntary work, |
always wished that one day | could have the same
experience. They always described it as being such
a great moment in their life. Finally my opportunity
arrived, and in no time | found myself living in Italy
for a month.

For the first two weeks, | was a leader in a
Summer School called 'Estate Ragazzi' and for
the rest of the month | took part in two formation
camps for leaders.

My first couple of days at the Summer School
were the hardest part of my experience since | had
no idea what to expect and there was no one | knew.
Inthe mornings there was a play school for children
under eight years old called 'La Ludoteca’, followed
by the ‘Estate Ragazzi' in the afternoon. | found it
a bit difficult at first to socialise with some of the
leaders, but then | started to get to know them, and
I quickly made friends. This helped to make my two
weeks pass so fast that it was soon time for me to
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in [taly
pack up my things and part for another adventure.
The first formation camp was called ‘Vogliamo
vedere GesU, which started during my third week.
Here | made many friends of my age, who were
from different oratories of the FMA's sisters in Italy
(‘Figlie di Maria Ausiliatrice’). We learnt about Jesus
and how to see him in other people. The fourth week
was an internal camp. Here the leaders all came
from the oratory of Taranto. As some of the leaders
from the first camp also attended the second camp,
a great bond was created between us.

I couldn't believe that a month without my family
and friends could pass so fast.

| learnt how to be more confident and
independent, and also made friends with many
great people whom I still keep in contact with, even
now. I'm very grateful for having had this amazing
opportunity for such a wonderful experience and |
will cherish it for the rest of my life.

Angele DeBono
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KEMM TRID TAGHTI BIE!
Kapital ta' €600

G hingilShidmaSalesjana

Dawk i huma I-izjed fil-periklu |- aktarjlhtlequ ghajnuna. Dawk li m’ghandhomx lehen
jehtiequ xi hadd jiddefendihom. San Gwann Bosco kien jafu dan. Hu hadem f'hajtu kollha
ghaz-zghazagh, ghall-fogra u ghal dawk [i huma i-aktar fil- bzonn :

Huwa fatt ta’ swied il-galb i [lum hafna zghazagh huma:
o vittma ta' min juzahom biex Jlstqhana -
* abbuzati sesswalment g b wi
o uzati mill-mexxejja tad-droga i 11+ o=
« imcahhdin minn valuri essenz;all fil-hajja e e e

Int tista tghinna. Meta ged taghmel hekk, int tkun ged tiehu sehem f|I- B 3
hidma ta Don Bosco AIIa bISS |kun Jaf il- q|d || tkun qed taqhmel '

= e 4,‘ g

g Do

Cempel lil Fr Eric Cachia SDB fuq 21 331447



 paritions of Our_fiady

" o Our Lady of Lourdes

On February 11, 1858,
Bernadette  Soubirous
went collecting wood
with two other girls
along the Gave River
in Lourdes, France.
As they reached the
Cave of Massabielle,
her companions ran
on ahead leaving
Bernadette alone.
Suddenly, there was a
strong wind and the
Cave was filled with
light. She looked wup
and saw a beautiful
Lady, wearing a white
dress with a blue sash,
a Rosary in her hands,
and two golden roses at
her feet. The white lady smiled and invited Bernadette
to pray the Holy Rosary with her. Three days later,
Our Lady appeared again and asked Bernadette to
come back for sixteen days, to pray for the conversion
of sinners, and to tell the priests to build a chapel
there. She also invited her to drink from a spring of
miraculous water nearby. Bernadette obeyed, followed
by thousands of people, but none of them had the grace
to see the apparition. When she asked for her name,
the Lady replied: “I am the Immaculate Conception”.
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